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Serengeti migration safaris -  2010
Have you ever wished to see the Serengeti migration? 

This may be your chance!

Summit Ventures, in partnership with Rove Africa - one of Africa's leading safari companies with 15 years' experience - has arranged a superb tour of the Serengeti for May this year with up-market accommodation (Serena Lodges throughout) but at ‘off season’ rates! The tour leader, who takes groups to the Serengeti every year, has had vast experience in tracking the migration, and in identifying game.

The 8-day itinerary will include three of Tanzania’s most famous wildlife locations: Lake Manyara, The Ngorongoro Highlands and The Serengeti (just in time to witness the spectacle of more than a million migrating Wildebeest!) and a night on the Island of Zanzibar. 

Each safari vehicle will have window seats for five people, fitted with ‘pop up’ roof hatches for better visibility and photography. 

Dates: Tuesday, 18th May to Tuesday 25th May 2010 (8 days inclusive).

Cost: R 18 655.00 p/p sharing (exchange rate ZAR 7.82 / US$ 1.00)
The price includes: return flights, airport taxes, all transfers, transport in 4wd vehicles with an English speaking driver/guide, accommodation and meals, game drives and game park fees. 

Not included: Visa to enter Tanzania (US$ 50 p/p), drinks, tips, any activities not stated in the itinerary (e.g. balloon safari US$ 490 pp), and personal expenses. (Single room supplement for the whole tour: R 785.00.)

The itinerary for this tour, fully illustrated with photographs, is available on request. 
A second tour, for June 2010, is also up and running, but at a slightly higher rate (June is ‘high-season’ in Tanzania!) 
Dates: Saturday, 19th June to Sunday, 27th June 2010. 
Cost: R 22,059.00 p/p sharing (exchange rate ZAR 7.82 / US$ 1.00)
These tours will be repeated next year, so if you would like to be on our mailing list for 2011, kindly forward your particulars to:

trips@summitventures.co.za 

Wildebeest Wanderings
The Great Wildebeest Migration is one of the world’s most spectacular wildlife events. Often referred to as 'The Greatest Show on Earth' the Migration is a movement of approximately 1.5 million wildebeest and zebra throughout the Serengeti and Masai Mara ecosystems, and is a year round event with several highlights. And, yes, if you are in one of the relevant areas at the right time you are sure to see large numbers of Wildebeest, and no, there can be no guarantee that you will see the massed herds crossing the rivers with the stragglers being eaten by crocodiles. Those filmed images often involve the camera crews camping out on the river bank for many days and often weeks in order to have a chance of being in the right place at the right time!

One of the common misconceptions regarding the Migration is that people believe that the animals work to a timetable and will be in the same place at the same time every year. It is all very well to have a diagram that shows where the animals move but, in reality, it is something that it is completely impossible to predict for a number of reasons.
Firstly, the Migration is dependant on rain and the animals move back and forth following the rains, locating the best areas to feed off the new grass whilst also being close to a good water supply.
Secondly, the water supply, be it rain for the new grass or standing water to drink is never in the same place or at the same time and is quite often spread across different areas and will determine the concentrations and size of the herds.
Thirdly, and probably most importantly, they are animals and they cannot be predicted! When wildebeest number 1 thinks its best to go to the Western Corridor, half a million may follow him. Number 500001 however may well think it will be best elsewhere and take the remaining numbers with him.
What we are trying to say is that it is no good saying that we know where the animals will be. We know where they should be and, having studied their movements for the last ten years we do know roughly what to expect (although every year they surprise us).

To give you an approximate idea the Wildebeest’s travels may be summarized as follows:

In December to March the migration is in the Ndutu area in the southeast of the Serengeti- the highlight of this period is the calving season in January and February when up to half a million babies may be born.
From April to May the migration moves North into the plains of the central Serengeti ; the size and concentration of the herds will depend on the weather and grazing as above but our Serengeti safari groups have had some wonderful sightings, even as early as end May.
From June to July the herds concentrate into larger groups which then usually split into two main groups, one heading West into the Western Corridor and the other heading straight up to the North of the Serengeti. This period is probably the second busiest of the year, starting with the rutting season in June, when there is much frantic activity, and ending with the crossings of the Grumeti and Mara rivers into the Masai Mara.
From August to October the migration is in the Masai Mara in Kenya where the wildebeest numbers are swollen by the local Kenyan herds from outside the Mara. During this period there are still large groups to be seen and much action to be observed with several river crossings within the Mara itself.
The end of this period is when the herds are most dispersed and their movement back into the Serengeti is governed by the advent of the “short rains” in November. It is often the case that some groups may cross and return several times, dependant as always on the availability of grazing and water - as explained above.
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